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A note from V/ce PreSIdent J/l/ Fredrlckson

The Joy of Fostermg
The need for fosters in rescue is a never-ending
challenge. As Tri State Collie Rescue continues to grow
in size, taking in more Collies each and every year, we |
face this challenge daily. We hear all the reasons for
not wanting to foster but the rewards far outweigh any
of those. A big concern is the heartbreak that comes on
adoption day when it's time to say goodbye to the
foster Collie. | often say that it’s the best and worst day.
Hard because they do take a tiny bit of our hearts when
they jump into the adopter’s car, sometimes not
looking back. That's when you know you did your job heart
and prepared the rescue Collie for his or her new life. ’
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§They are ready to shed their past and that's the biggest Th|5 IS Why WwWe rescue.

Inside this edition:

*x Straight from the

reward ever! Best day! Part of our program is to follow
up on each and every adopted Collie to ensure they are
i} succeeding in their new home. These updates are ®+ Volunteer Spot//ght
® crucial to address any questions or concerns of the
adopter. The gotcha day photos are great but to see Tra NSpPo rters
3, our rescues thriving in their new homes, almost looking
like a different dog without the weight of uncertainty
on them is truly priceless. If you are interested in
fostering we'd love to hear from you. We are
particularly in need of fosters near our partner
veterinary clinic near Columbus, Oh but will gladly
welcome any new volunteers in states covered.
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*% A Day In the Park

Tristate’s Annual reunion
See what you missed!!

*+ Interesting Things

Our score card January thru September 2025
Adoption: 5 Heartworm Positive
Intakes: 87 17 Lyme disease Positive
Adoptions: 90
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. mange and were very underweight. We packed up our SUV and

| situations to be exhausting mentally, as there are feelings of
- sadness mixed with anger toward the owner. Feelings that | must

The Day Life Began ~ A Rescue Story

Hi alll My name is Schon StClair, and | have been a volunteer with
Tristate Collie Rescue for nearly 20 years. Over those years, my
family has adopted 5 TSCR dogs. Maggie, Timmy and Smokey (no
longer with us) and our current pups, Nathan and Oliver. Our little
family is rounded out with another Collie named Timi and a beagle
named Bob Barker. | cannot remember a time in my life when |
wasn’t trying to convince my parents to let me keep the myriads of
animals | would find and bring to our house. Long story short, |
usually won that battle. Fast forward a few years, and I still find
myself trying to help animals whenever | am able. This is the basis
for the story to be told.

Over the years and on behalf of TSCR, | have picked up Collies from
local shelters, from people that had nothing but good intentions, and
from people with a complete lack of compassion and decency where
the ownership of a dog is concerned. I've found that taking a dog
from a shelter is the easiest rescue situation. | usually don’t know
much, if any, of the backstory. Therefore, | can focus my emotions
and energy on getting that particular dog to safety and on the way to
a better life. Dogs always seem to know when we are there to help,
and each has their own way of showing how thankful they are to be
on the road to a forever home. Taking a dog from an individual or
family who just does not have the means to care for the dog can be a
somewhat more tense situation, but not always. These folks usually
surrender their dog because they simply have run out of options.
While there is a flood of mixed emotions, overall, they want what's
best for their dog. The last category of people | have dealt with are
those who, for whatever reason, no longer want their dog. There are
times when they have neglected the dog to a point where the burden
of providing healthcare is simply of no interest. | find these rescue

hold at bay until the dog is safely in my care. Several weeks ago, | :
was called upon to drive into Virginia to pick up a Mother Collie and 3
of her pups. | was told the dogs were in rough shape and the owner
had contacted TSCR to arrange a surrender. | contacted the owner,
and she told me that she just didn’t know what was wrong with the

Dazsy going forward
dogs, and everything she tried to do for them was of no help. We to her new life

could tell from the pictures she provided that all 4 dogs had severe

headed south to pick up all four dogs. We expected to encounter
owners who were nothing but appreciative of our help in getting their
dogs the vet care they so desperately needed. Unfortunately, when
the owners arrived we knew immediately that this was not the reality.
We approached their car to greet them, have the paperwork signed
and acquire the dogs. Words just cannot describe what we saw
when the rear hatch of the vehicle was lifted. The intense smell of
cigarette smoke barely masked the aroma of dirty diapers and even
more pronounced was the smell of dog filth from mange . There,
huddled together in fear, were 4 tiny, lethargic, and emaciated
Collies. As we took each trembling dog into our arms, we were
horrified to realize that that these dogs were mere skin and bones.
We knew that they were lucky to still be alive.
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We moved the dogs to our vehicle while the owner and her boyfriend signed
the papers. | can vaguely recall their bogus excuses for the condition of the
dogs. There was mention of having 6 kids, including a newborn , sprinkled
with supposed ignorance about dog diseases. | chose to simply ignore her
failed attempts to impress upon me that it was beyond her knowledge to care
for these dogs. | took her signed but incomplete paperwork. | was so angry
with this owner | was barely able to control what | really wanted to say to
her. So, | shifted my disgust and anger into my only concern. That being to
get these guys to safety and fast. | felt they needed immediate medical
attention, and | alerted the rescue that this situation was indeed an
emergency. We left Virginia in the rear-view mirror and in due haste made it
back to Charleston where we met another volunteer, Steve Caine. Original
plans were to take them to a local vet, but their very dire condition changed
those plans , so we headed to Columbus where they would receive more
intensive care. At intake, the mother Collie weighed in at just 33 pounds
while her 8-month-old pups were shockingly only 15 pounds. In our drive
towards Columbus, we took the opportunity to do a bit of research on the
owner. She was breeding white factored Collies to create a color that
seemingly fetches more money on the puppy market. Her twisted ideas in
breeding had created at least one deaf puppy, and she still had several
other dogs at her home in Virginia. It is unknown how many of these
breedings she has done and possibly produced litters of puppies known as
lethal whites. {Lethal white puppies rarely live a few days after birth. They
suffer a myriad of genetic deformities that cause them to die within a few
hours or days of birth.} | knew there were Collies left behind. | called her to
ask if she would surrender those dogs as well. She said they were all
healthy and she could manage them. Again, her words caused my blood to
boil, knowing that those dogs were likely in the same state as the ones we
were transporting. | spoke with a calmness that betrayed my anger, because
| wanted to retain her trust just in case she would surrender the remaining
dogs. All | could do was leave word that she could definitely call us if she
decided to find a better place for them. My sorrow is she has made no
attempt to contact us any further.

Our joy is that Mama and her pups survived the journey and were able to
see a veterinarian later the same day. The littlest pup was very sick. In
addition to mange, he was terribly anemic and had coccidia. He was
admitted to ICU and steadily recovered, only to be struck again with
coccidia. Once he was under our care, he quickly showed signs of
recovery. The others also had mange, coccidia, and other issues caused by
neglect. As of this writing they are all recovering wonderfully. All gaining
weight with negative skin scrapings. One has even been to the beach with
his foster family. .

I’'m writing this not just to provide the very sad story of these 4 fantastic : “
Collies, but to shed light on situations we may encounter when we meet with Indigo, strong and
an owner surrender. I'd also like to give a huge shout out to the many folks resilient
that donated money so that these guys could get the vet care they needed
and deserved. | have acquired many Collies and mixes that came with an
extreme need for healthcare and compassion. TSCR has never refused a
dog, which | have recommended for rescue. | am incredibly grateful to be
able to work with a group of fantastic volunteers on behalf of the many dogs
that we help each year. | join the Collies, shelties, and other mutts in
thanking everyone at TSCR. It just wouldn’t be possible without you!

N oA '
Miss Daisy, loving her
new life.
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Editors note: We are incredibly grateful to you, Schon, for putting your life
on hold to rescue the Virginia 4, and the many other dogs that you have
saved. You are certainly a rescue HERO!!

Congratulations to these four survivors on finding their forever homes!!
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Volunteer Spotlight ~TRANSPORTERS!

A Thank you to Leah Cottrill-Mesher for penning this series!!
Article Explanation

Each newsletter, we want to “shed” some light on our pawsome volunteer
opportunities! From fosters to transporters to adoption coordinators to
foster coordinators to website developers to board members to...whew,
we have so many positions to fill and volunteers to be grateful for! As
always, we would love to hear from our current Tri State volunteers: Is
there a particular opportunity you’d like to hear more about? Do you have
some knowledge or wisdom about a volunteer opportunity that you could
share with us? Do you want to know more about how you or a friend can
get involved? Don’t hesitate to reach out and let Leah know at
Imcottrilll@gmail.com

For this edition’s volunteer spotlight, we are going to talk about
transport!

Tri State’s transporters volunteer their time, use of their vehicles , to
help us move our dogs around during their time inside the rescue. They
pick dogs up from an owner surrender or a shelter situation, then they
transport them to foster or forever homes. Sometimes they will help with
medical appointments or relocation of a foster pup to a temporary home
due to vacations. No rescue can operate without transporters. Tri State is | [ Tn'-State
incredibly blessed to have a dedicated network of drivers that keep the =/ C ollie
rescued dogs moving from place to place. However, as with any position,

’ we need more of you! Have you ever considered volunteering for
transport? If so, please read on!

Here are some of the most asked questions we get about being a
transport volunteer:

1. Do | have to have a certain type of vehicle?

2. Do | need to have any supplies?

3. How much time do | have to commit to helping?

4. Is there fuel reimbursement? \We are so glad you asked!

~ No, you do not have to have a certain type of vehicle. We just ask that
you have a safe, reliable vehicle with a comfortable space for a Collie-
sized crate (crates are our preferred method due to safety, but other
" setups can be approved) or a secure spot where the dogs can be
\\y safely contained during the trip. We recommend putting together a
-';' ~ transport kit! A water bowl, extra leashes, harnesses, paper towels, a
pet first aid kit, some Capstar, blankets, towels, and Tri State
folders...these are just a few of the things our volunteers might have
on hand. Feel free to reach out to a coordinator or a current transporter
to get all the tips and tricks for a successful freedom ride! You can
 commit as much or as little time as you want! Our transport
.8 coordinators are wonderful with logistics; they can map out a three-
'\ state transport all while being mindful of the needs of the transporters
+ regarding time constraints and scheduling. You can be part of an hour-
' long trip, or you can jump in for a long-haul ride. You may only be able
to help out now and then...and that’s okay! You can say yes or no to a
request and just know that any amount of time that you can give is
deeply appreciated by the rescue.
Fuel reimbursement is available by turning in fuel receipts to our

treasurer. You may also speak to your accountant about tax
IS 501C3!
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Maverick ready to roll!
AR deductions since Tri State
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The physical requirements can vary for this position. Sometimes you
have dogs that hop right in the car. Other times, we are lifting sad,
ill, or frightened dogs into the vehicle. As we know, Collies can vary
in size, and many adults can be 50-90 pounds. Thankfully, most
transporters are part of a chain of people and there is almost always
help to lift a dog. If you want to help with transport, but are
concerned about physical limitations, feel free to contact Tri State
and speak to a transport coordinator.

Now, as with everything, we like to talk about the good, the bad, and
the ugly of our volunteer spots, right?

Transport is the first physical step where rescue begins! So many
times, our dogs come in frightened and alone. Maybe they have
lived life on a chain, and humans were not kind. Perhaps their family
suddenly abandoned them, or their person passed away, and they
have no idea what to expect. Some dogs are shut down and
terrified, while others cannot stop thanking you for helping them.
You get to be the kind hand that shows them that only good things
are happening from here on out. When you pick them up, and that
tail wags, or that tongue comes out, it's a beautiful moment. And
there is nothing like looking in the rear-view mirror and watching a
dog sleep peacefully on their trip with you or having them lay their
head on your shoulder as you drive. Sometimes they just know that
all will be well. There is an incredible network of drivers in this
rescue. You will make so many friends. SO. MANY. FRIENDS. With
a common shared goal in mind, your meet ups are full of hope and
promise for the beautiful Collie (or Collies) that you are transferring
to the next leg of their journey. You will most likely, both fortunate
and unfortunately, be seeing them again soon on another run. It's a
bond that is forged quickly and deeply. Lastly, if you love to drive,
this position is incredibly fun. Out on the open road, meeting new
friends, drinking coffee by the gallon, listening to your music or
audiobooks, all while helping a Collie! Some of our volunteers will
even take a dog-savvy friend along and make an adventure out of
their day.

Now, the harder stuff...

& Ifthe transport originates with you, you might have to pick up a dog that
is being surrendered and the owner is emotional or hesitant. Often, you
: will pick up a dog that has been neglected. They could be ill, have a skin
/. condition, need a bath, or hate the car. They might be so scared that they
shake, cry, or bark while on the trip. And yes, bathroom or vomiting
4y accidents can and do occur at times. Traffic can be an issue. The
|1 weather isn’t always great. Transport can run early and run behind. Your
1 car might have some hair and debris at the end of the day. There’'s some
extra laundry that needs sanitized after these trips. As with anything, the
| good and the bad are always there. Rescue can be dirty, tiring, heart-
. L'\% breaking work. But as we all know in rescue...you don’t get the rainbow
ir A — RN without the rain. These dogs don’t get the chance they need without us
NI LT A T g8 [eaning in every step of the way. And transport is just one of the many
sleet, nor rain stopS‘l ‘ ways that we do that at Tri State! We encourage you to check out our
our vdl»u"n,tgers! | & volunteer positions and see how YOU can be part of the change we try to

Right Colt?2 make in these dogs’ lives every day.
J . L ~% | ) N
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Interesting Tkings

That majbe you don't want to know!!

pes of Dog Vomit

With any type of vomit, if it's frequent or your dog isn't eating, has diarrhea,
seems lethargic, is in pain, or uncomfortable, take them to the vet immediately.

White, Foamy

Can indicate acid reflux,
but may be life threatening
if frequent with pain or

a distended abdomen.
See your vet immediately.

Yellow

Can occur on an empty
stomach. See your vet
if frequent.

Clear, Liquid

Often a result of rapid
water intake, but if repeated
or severe, call your vet.

Mucusy, Slimy,
or Moldy

May indicate parasites,
eating spoiled food, or
contaminated water — call
your vet.

petMD., crewy

Is Your Pet Drinking
Enough Water?

Water is essential to our health, and that of
our pets. Rule of thumb is 1 oz of water per
1 Ib of body weight daily.

medvet.com

Grassy

Dogs often eat grass if they
feel sick, bored, or just like
the taste, If excessive, call
your vet.

Bloody

Bloody vomit can be bright
red, gelatinous, or like
coffee grounds. See your
vet immediately.

Brown

Could be kibble, fecal
matter, or blood — call
your vet immediately.
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BLACK/TARRY-LOOKING
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What’s Your
Dog’s Poo
Telling You?
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WHITE SPECKS




Just a couple more things before you go!
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Here is a quick way donate when you shop.
Join Kroger's Community Rewards and every time you shop a

portion of your purchase will go directly to Tri-State Collie Rescue.
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards

Support our animal charity
just by walkmg your dog!

r JNWoof Trax.

How it works:

1 Go to wooftrax.com and
= download the free WoofTrax app.

2 Choose your animal charity. Join
= a challenge.

Use WoofTrax when you’re going
3 = out to take a walk. The more
active walkers the more we can

earn.

£ Download on the GETITON
® App Store J| P> Google play

[We don't endorse or profit from the below recommendations, we just think you
might find them helpful!]

https:// www. couponfollow.com/research/tips-to-save-money-on-pet-care
{Thanks Max and Leah!}
/L‘t"l'r\h'// ::::::::: ’jl'\ﬂ'pl\l\’jﬂfjl)l.ﬁﬂlf ValWaW .V]

Volunteering with us is so easy! No
matter what your talent or desire.
Please go to:
TriStateCollieRescue.org/get involved.
We'd love to have you on board!!



https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.dogfoodadvisor.com/

